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Fighting for breath
A European patient perspective on severe asthma
 
You are invited to the launch of the first comprehensive patient report to investigate the challenges and impact of severe asthma on people from across Europe.

 

The report, commissioned by the European Federation of Allergy and Airways Diseases Patients’ Associations (EFA), will offer unique insights into how severe asthma symptoms affect people’s quality of life, their employment opportunities and social interaction. The report will also explore the burden of asthma, attitudes towards the condition and people’s hopes for improving outcomes in the future, including a ban on public smoking.  

 

Although asthma is a chronic condition which can be life-threatening, its seriousness is often misunderstood and underestimated. Nearly 30 million people in Europe1have asthma – roughly one in thirty – and the disease kills around one person every hour in Western Europe.2 Prevalence figures have increased at an alarming rate, particularly amongst children, and in countries considered more westernized and industrialized. 1  

 

EFA recognises that asthma has a massive human and socio-economic cost and is reaching out to protect Europeans at risk by calling for higher prioritization of asthma by national governments around Europe, reductions in air pollution, improvements in research and funding and optimized treatment access for all patients. 

 

Programme:
      The challenge and impact of severe asthma across Europe: Dr Erkka Valovirta, Medical Advisor, EFA

      Fighting for breath: A European patient perspective on severe asthma, Martin Dockrell, Assistant Director Policy & Public Affairs, Asthma UK

       Looking to the future, Donna Covey, Acting Vice-President, EFA and CEO of Asthma UK 

       Questions and Answers 
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