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The "Fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health" by the World Health Organisation Europe was held in mid-March and the day before there was an important Pre-Conference event, the "Water and Health Protocol Day".
 

Sandra Frateiacci and Giorgio Salerni from EFA member association attended both events, as "Observers" on behalf of EFA within the group of about 100 HEAL (The Health and Environment Alliance) participants.
 

The title of the Conference was: "Protecting children's health in a changing environment", and on this topic we had the chance to take part in some sessions and workshops, in particular the one dealing with "Indoor air quality in Europe - Preventing and reducing respiratory diseases". During this workshop the final data of a research made in schools of 6 European Countries was presented. The project was lead by the REC - Regional Environmental Centre in Italy and FEDERASMA partnered. 

We followed with attention the Plenary session, jointly organized by HEAL and WECF (Women in Europe for Common Future), co-chaired by Genon K. Jensen, Executive Director of HEAL where8 participants to CEHAPE (Children's Environment and Health Action Plan for Europe) were presented and awarded for their work.
For both of us it was really a great emotion to be part of such an international event, at high political level as the health and environment ministers of 53 European countries took part. Equally we found of special interest for the asthma and allergy patients we are representing, the speech of Mr. John Dalli, European Commissioner for Health and Consumer Policy in charge, after mentioning our diseases and relevant data of affected people, he added: "We need to act".
 

Mrs. Zsuzsanna Jakab, WHO Regional Director for Europe, summarized the result of the Conference declaring that: 
"The targets have been set to ensure: 
- access to safe water and sanitation,
- opportunities for physical activity and a healthy diet, 
- disease prevention through improved air quality, and
- healthy environments free of toxic chemicals."
 

Next Conference where the progress will be presented will be in 2016.
 

You can read the "Parma Declaration on Environment and Health", and all information on the Conference by clicking  http://www.euro.who.int/parma2010 
and, for a detailed and critical report on the Conference by the HEAL: http://www.env-health.org
 

Other links:
www.wecf.eu
www.rec.org 
www.federasma.org
